
Regional Area Health Education Centers 
preparing youth and medical students 
for careers in healthcare7

Power of Rural 

Maryland

National Health Service 
Corps (NHSC)
Healthcare
provider participants currently 
serving rural Maryland12

Provider Recruitment and Retention Efforts (Fiscal Year 2020)

Student Training

Federally-designated as rural:
Caroline  Dorchester  Garrett 

Kent  Talbot 

Partially designated: 
Frederick  Queen Anne’s  Somerset 

Washington Worcester 21 Rural Health Clinic3

8 Federally Qualified Health Centers4

16 Hospitals5

18 Local Health Departments
27 School Based Health Centers6

3

Service Regardless 
of Ability to Pay

School of Medicine clinical rotation 
placements in rural Maryland

Physician Assistant programs based 
in rural Counties

Tax Credits for Preceptors Program8

OF POPULATION
1.43 Million Marylanders living 
in a state-designated rural area1

760,000 allocated 
toward physician and 
physician assistant loan 
repayment assistance10

Conrad 30 (J-1 Visa Waiver) 
Program recommended 19 
providers to provide primary 
and specialty care in rural 
areas11

Office of Workforce Development programs help enable healthcare 
providers to improve healthcare access in rural Maryland

>124,800 hours in service obligations9

Developing Rural Service Providers



Resources and Citations

1   United States Census Bureau, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/MD/PST045219
2   Health Resources and Services Administration, Federal Office of Rural Health Policy,
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/ruralhealth/resources/forhpeligibleareas.pdf
3   Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/RuralHlthClinfctsht.pdf
4   Health Resources and Services Administration, https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/data-reporting/program-data/state/MD
5   Maryland Health Care Commission,  
https://mhcc.maryland.gov/mhcc/pages/hcfs/hcfs_hospital/documents/acute_care/chcf_Licensed_Acute_Care_Beds_by_Hospital_and_
Service_%20Maryland_FY2020.pdf, McCready designation changed 3/2020 to a Freestanding Medical Facility
6  Maryland State Department of Education, http://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DSFSS/SSSP/SBHC/index.aspx
7  University of Maryland Area Health Education Center, https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/mahec/
8  Tax Credit for Preceptors Program, https://pophealth.health.maryland.gov/Pages/taxcredit.aspx
9  Fiscal Year 2020: 13 rural based SLRP/MLARP recipients under service obligation, 45 rural based J-1 providers, 2 ARC providers: 

14 recommended in 2019+2 ARC, 21 in 2018, 10 in 2017= 47 total serving in FY20
10  Maryland State Loan Repayment Programs, https://pophealth.health.maryland.gov/Pages/State-Loan-Repayment-Program.aspx
11  Conrad 30 (J-1 Visa Waiver) Program, https://pophealth.health.maryland.gov/Pages/J-1-Visa-Waiver-Program.aspx
12  National Health Service Corps, https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/

Maryland State Office of Rural Health

The Office (SORH) is one of 50 State Offices of Rural Health.  These statewide organizations are designed 
to work at the local level, linking federal and state resources to rural community needs.

https://pophealth.health.maryland.gov

Connecting, collaborating, and 
improving rural Maryland!
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Maryland Office of Workforce Development
This office works to improve accessibility and quality of care by implementing programs to increase the 
number of health care providers across the state,  especially in rural areas and areas considered to have 

health professional shortage and/or medically underserved areas/ population.

https://pophealth.health.maryland.gov/Pages/Workforce.aspx
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